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Authority 



15*21 * demand for international preliminary exam.nat.on of the 
application was filed 1 5 June 2005. 

Enclosed are replacement pages for pages 1 7 and 18 of the application- 

tTmake consequential amendments to the cla.m numbering. 

For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy of pages 17 and 18 showing 
the amendments in red is also enclosed. 

The amendment to claim 1 is supported by the ^dis closure at page 3. «ine 23 
to page 4, line 21 and page 1 1 line 22 to page 1 2, l.ne 1 1 . 
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. • _ 1 +r> ft and 1 1 are considered to be 
According to the Written Opinion, cla.ms 1 to 8 and 

novel. 

S To and 11 is not inventive over D1 . 
Claim 1 as amended '^^^^ 

^particulate material ^ S ^^^^r suggestion^ D1 that 
protuberances on the surfac e. There jn ces as de scr.bed and 

°he coating should be appl.e to form 6 of D1 disc loses coating 

mustrated in the present ■W^^X^ P^^^^^" ^" 
the whole or part of the exterior ^ he ^W ^ ^tes the meeting 

the second pipe. The *?£Py£g^^ 00 
- surlaces^lhe of a mask, 

Saohing of forming ^^^ C ^^^eLe ^ amended 
as claimed in the amended claims, we 



as ciaimeu in u.^ » 

claims are patentable over D1. 
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A method for seeing a firs, tubular — - * second rubtuar dement 

b H„ the externa! surface of the portion of the firs. — element and -» — 
surface of the poroou of the second tubular element, 

in which, prior to assembly, one or both of me externa! surface 
te fiTttubn,, element and the inlema, surface of me portion of me second tub*. 

^^ m ^^^^, exlema, surface of me 
portion of me fir. tubu ta e,emen, and/or me interna, surface of me portion of Ore 

protuberances on the surface. 

protuberances. io which a foranunous mask is placed over at 

I 43 A method as claimed in claime 3-2in which a roran 

such ma, me plasma spray passes through holes m me masa, fornung 
protuberances on me surface of me surface when the mask is removed. 
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I 54 Amethod as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4-3_in which part of the portion of 
" ' the first tubular element and a corresponding part of the portion of the second tubular 
element are not coated by plasma spraying such that when the connection is expanded 
these bare metal parts form a metal-to-metal seal. 
5 I 65 A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4* in which two pipes are 
' connected by locating one end of each of the pipes over a pin of a male/male connector 
and within the box of a female/female connector and expanding the internal drameter of 

the male/male connector. 
I 76 A method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6-5_in which at least one element 
10 designed to be embedded in the surfaces as the connection is expanded is located 

between the external surface of the portion of the first tubular element and/or part of the 
internal surface of the portion of the second tubular element 
g 2 A method for connecting piping used in oil and gas boreholes comprises 
connecting pipes together as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 76, lowering the pipe 
-string into the borehole and-subsequently-radially expanding the pipe string downhole. 
98 An expandable tubular element suitable for forming connections by a method as 
claimed in any one of claims 1 to Slaving protuberances on apart of its surface 
adjacent at least one end thereof which have been formed by plasma spraying a hard 
angular material. 

20 I m An expandable tubular element as claimed in claim 9-i.which is a male/male 
' coupling comprising two pin connectors the plasma sprayed protuberances bemg on the 

external surfaces of the pin connectors. 
I U10 An expandable tubular element as claimed in claim 8 which is a female/female 
1 coupling comprising two box connectors the plasma sprayed protuberances bemg on the 

25 internal surfaces of the box connectors. 
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